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JUNE 8, 1928 


Seven brief talks on THE WORLD TODAY 
from the Monday Evening Radio Series by James 
G. McDonald—in attractive and convenient book- 
BR WIE ROBO OI isiasisscscissinisccrrirencetacnens 25c. 

1. Europe Convalescent 4. Mussolini 

2. Poincaré 5. Red Russia 

3. Von Hindenburg 6. Young China 

7. Democratic Japan 
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THE FALL OF PEKING 


\ ITH Chang Tso-Lin’s peaceful sur- 

render of Peking on June 1 to the 
victorious Nationalist armies, the young 
Nationalist Government inherits domestic 
problems of tremendous proportions and 
innumerable complicated international 
questions as well. 


The evacuation of troops and of civil- 
ians connected with the Manchurian war 
lord’s régime began on June 1 at mid- 
night and continued with apparently no 
disorder during the next few days. Dur- 
ing the afternoon Chang received the 
representatives of the Foreign Powers at 
the Presidential Palace and delivered a 
valedictory, reciting what he had done to 
preserve peace and order, and promising 
that he would continue to do so, regard- 
less of his personal whereabouts. A Com- 
mittee of Safety composed of seven Chi- 
nese and one American governs Peking 
during the interim between the evacua- 
tion of the Mukden troops and the entry 
of the Nationalists. 


It is understood that Chang Hsueh- 
Liang, the Marshal’s son, and Yang Yu- 
Ting, his Chief of Staff, are remaining 
in Peking, to arrange for the transfer of 
command to General Yen Hsi-Shan, Gov- 
ernor of Shansi, who is expected to enter 
first. It is also reported that the Mar- 
shal’s son and the Chief of Staff intend 
to join forces with the Nationalists, and 
this factor, it is believed, has contributed 
largely to the Marshal’s decision to return 
to Manchuria. 


In Tokyo, Chang’s evacuation has been 
interpreted as a diplomatic victory which 
justifies Japan’s recent policy in China. 
On May 18, Japan presented a Memoran- 


dum advising both Peking and Nanking 
that the civil war must not spread to 
Manchuria. It was made clear that if 
Chang Tso-Lin retreated peacefully with 
his Mukden troops he would be allowed to 
enter, but that if he chose to stay in Pek- 
ing until he was defeated, and then had 
to retreat in disorder with the National- 
ists in pursuit, he would be disarmed. 
This was freely interpreted in the Peking 
and Tokyo dispatches as aid to the South. 


Nanking, however, did not interpret it 
as aid. On the contrary it replied on 
May 29 that it would take “proper and 
satisfactory measures” to protect for- 
eigners in Manchuria and that it regarded 
“the appropriate and effective measures” 
Japan might be constrained to adopt for 
the maintenance of peace and order in 
Manchuria, not only “interference in 
China’s domestic affairs, but also a fla- 
grant violation of the principle of mutual 
respect for territorial sovereignty, a prin- 
ciple well established in international 
law.” Such measures the Nationalist 
Government declared it could never rec- 
ognize. 


Chang Tso-Lin’s future position in 
Manchuria is of great importance. Will 
he become virtually a prisoner of Japan, 
or will he be allowed, under Japanese pro- 
tection, to use the resources of the rich 
Three Eastern Provinces in preparation 
for a new attack upon Peking? Will the 
Nationalists carry the war into Man- 
churia? The present situation imposes 
a heavier burden upon Japanese states- 
manship than it has been obliged to carry 
for many years. 

D. M. H. 
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Outlawry and Arbitration 


ANADA’S and Australia’s acceptance 
of Secretary Kellogg’s invitation to 
participate in the negotiation of the multi- 
lateral treaty has added two more British 
dominions to the list of countries which 
have expressed “general approval” of the 
American proposal. Replies have also 
been received to date from New Zealand 
and the Irish Free State, and from Ger- 
many, Great Britain, Italy and Japan. 
When South Africa, and India are heard 
from, the State Department will be in a 
position to submit to the various govern- 
ments a definite treaty for signature. 


Meanwhile, the United States is con- 
cluding a new series of arbitration treaties 
similar to the French arbitration treaty 
of February 6, 1928. Im all of these 
treaties four subjects are reserved from 
arbitration: those relating to domestic 
matters, questions involving the Monroe 
Doctrine, questions involving third par- 
ties, and questions relating to the League 
of Nations. New treaties of this char- 
acter have thus far been signed with 
France, Germany, and Italy. Negotiations 
are under way with Sweden, Great Bri- 
tain, Japan, Norway, Spain, Portugal, 
Denmark, Austria, Hungary, Belgium, 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Netherlands, 
Switzerland, Lithuania, Turkey, Latvia, 
Finland, Estonia, Bulgaria, Rumania, 
Greece, Albania, and Jugoslavia. 


The United States is also filling out the 
vacancies on the Commissions set up 
under the Bryan Conciliation Treaties of 
1913-14. The Bryan Treaties provide 
that all disputes which cannot be settled 
through diplomatic channels shall be sent 
to a permanent Commission of five mem- 
bers for investigation and report. Vacan- 
cies have existed on a majority of these 
commissions ever since the war, and the 
State Department is now attempting to 
put them in working order. 


On June 2, President Coolidge ap- 
pointed Newton D. Baker a member of 
the Permanent Court of Arbitration at 
the Hague. The appointment of Mr. 
Baker to the Hague Court may have some 
influence on the nomination of an Ameri- 
can for the vacancy on the World Court 
created by the resignation of Judge John 
Bassett Moore on April 28. Under the 
World Court statute, the candidates for 
Judges are nominated by the national 
groups on the older Hague Court. The 
other American members on the Hague 
Court are Elihu Root, John Bassett 
Moore, and Charles Evans Hughes. 
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Will Jugoslavia Ratify? 


STEADINESS for which southern 

European governments cannot al- 
ways be given credit has characterized 
the policies of both Italian and Jugoslav 
authorities in dealing with the widely- 
heralded disturbances of the past week. 
In Jugoslavia, where anti-Italian demon- 
strations and riots have troubled not only 
the cities of the Dalmatian coast but even 
the capital itself, the authorities have 
managed to re-establish order and have 
maintained a strict watch on the chau- 
vinist press. In Italy the press has been 
discouraged from dwelling upon the inci- 
dents which have occurred, and no po- 
litical capital seems to have been made 
of them. 

Rioting and disorders broke out on the 
Dalmatian coast directly after it was 
rumored that Italians had insulted the 
Jugoslav flag in Zara and that in response 
to pressure from Rome the Jugoslav Gov- 
ernment was about to urge the Skupsh- 
tina to ratify a long series of technical 
agreements negotiated in 1926 and known 
as the Neptune Conventions, which would 
have the unwelcome effect, among other 
things, of extending the landholding 
rights of Italians along the Dalmatian 
coast. 

Rumor has it that London refused a 
short while ago to make a substantial loan 
to Jugoslavia until that country should 
have stabilized its relations with Italy. 
Whether this is true or not, it is certain 
that the Jugoslav Government appears to 
be swinging back at last to the moderate 
Italian policy of its dead statesman, Pash- 
itch. Perhaps a more cogent reason for 
this change lies in the probability that 
Italy will denounce its 1924 amity com- 
pact with Jugoslavia unless the Belgrade 
authorities ratify the pending Neptune 
Conventions before the amity compact 
expires in July of this year. Denuncia- 
tion of the amity compact might have 
consequences more serious than Jugo- 
slavia cares to face. 

The Jugoslav Government has not yet 
succeeded in getting a hearing for the 
Neptune Conventions in the Skupshtina. 
That body fell into an uproar the last time 
it met and had to be adjourned until June 
8, when further developments may be ex- 
pected. E. P. M. 
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Men of Destiny, by Walter Lippmann. 
York, The Macmillan Company, 1927. 

I mmigration Crossroads, by Constantine Panun- 
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On the Steppes, by James N. Rosenberg. New 
York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1927. 
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